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SUB J : BANGLADESH TRADE DELEGATION TO CHINA 

1. A FOUR-MAN TRADE DELEGATION LEFT DACCA NOVEMBER 11 FOR CANTON TO 
SELL JUTE, RAW AND MANUFACTURED, AND WOOD PULP AND NEWSPRINT, AND TO 
BUY COAL, COKE AND SELECTED GOODS. THE DELEGATION WAS TO 

HAVE ATTENDED THE CANTON FAIR, BUT WAS DELAYED THE THE POLITICAL 
CHANGES IN BANGLADESH. 

2. MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION ARE M.S.H. CHISTY, CHAIRMAN, BANGLADESH 
JUTE INDUSTRIES CORPORATION; M. AYUBUR RAHMAN, CHAIRMAN, PAPER, 

AND BOARD CORPORATION; LUTFUR RAHMAN, A RAW JUTE EXPORTER; AND A 
PRIVATE BUSINESS/IMPORTER. 

3. ACCORDING TO FOREIGN SECRETARY NURUL ISLAM, M.S.H. CHISTY 
AND LUTFUR RAHMAN HOPE TO SELL BOTH RAW JUTE AND JUTE GOODS TO 
CHINA. TO DATE, BANGLADESH HAS SOLD ONLY 4,000 TONS OF RAW JUTE TO 
CHINA, A SALE ARRANGED WHEN THE FIRST SUCH BANGLADESH TRADE GROUP 
VISITED CHINA LAST SRING. TOTAL BANGLADESH EXPORTS OF BOTH RAW 
JUTE AND JUTE MANUFACTURED ARE LAGGING THIS YEAR. 

4. NEWSPRINT SALES HAVE ALSO BEEN DISAPPOINTINGLY BEHIND DOMESTIC 
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BARTER ARRANGEMENT CEASED A YEAR AGO. THE 19,000 TONS IN STOCK AT 
THE KHULNA NEWSPRINT MILLS (ORIGINALLY BUILT IN 1960 FOR THE WEST 
PAKISTAN MARKET) EQUAL SIX MONTHS' PRODUCTION. A RECENT DELEGATION TO 
INDIA SUCCEEDED IN SELLING ONLY 5,000 TONS. DOMESTIC SALES SUFFERED 
WHEN THE MUJIB GOVERNMENT ENDED PRESSFREEDOM. ALSO THE NEW SHLHET PULP 

AND PAPER MILL IS CAPABLE OF PRODUCING 15,000 TONS OF WOODPULP FOR 
EXPORT AND AYUBUR RAHMAN DOUBTLESS HOPES TO SELL SOME OF THIS TO 
CHINA. 

5. COMMENT. THE FIRST SUCH DELEGATION, WHICH WENT LAST SPRING, 

PLAYED SOMETHING OF POLITICAL AS WELL AS A COMMERCIAL ROLE, AND 
THE RESULTS OF THIS MISSION MAY SHED LIGHT ON THE DEVELOPING 
PRC/BANGLADESH RELATIONSHIP. 
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